Notes from WCRSD meeting 12/19/11

Public Questions and Comments:
1. Pastor Neil Ainslie – Comment: discussed his independent sampling taken at the same locations as the Health Department samples. Test results mirrored those taken by Health Department although using different testing procedures which were 10 times or more higher that acceptable limits of E-Coli. More details in Jan.
2. L.A. Brown – Comment:  mentioned that 7 to 8 homes had paid City of Bluffton for tap fee to Vera Cruz force main. DLZ to verify with City Utilities.

3. Jim Schwartz – Comment:  his septic system installer said his system met code at time of installation. RESPONSE -   EPA and IDEM (ISDH) standards may have changed since installation. The problem in the area is that existing soils are failing to properly filter the septic due to high percentage levels of clay and the expansive type of clay material.
4. Chuck Geizel – If McKinney/Paxson project doesn’t get grant money, who will enforce action?  RESPONSE -  IDEM will require action by Wells County Regional Sewer District.
5. Kurt Ringer – What is schedule for construction? RESPONSE - WCRSD has 3 month schedule to resubmit preliminary engineering report to IDEM by March 31, 2012. Phase 3 engineering and Phase 4 construction schedules are being developed and will be available prior to March 31, 2012. But they are approximately 18 months in duration.
6. Blake Gerber – Is private funding a possibility? RESPONSE – Private funding is an option for the WCRSD board to consider. 

7. Blake Gerber – What would the wage scale be for construction? RESPONSE - A wage hearing would be scheduled to determine whether common or prevailing wages would be set for the public construction project. Resent wage hearing at Bluffton High School projects were determined to be the ABC Common Wages.
8. Treasurer Leon Berning – Comments regarding private rights of home owners.
9. Ted Claghorn – Comment: new legislation pending in state house to change regional sewer districts. RESPONSE - Should the Indiana Code change regarding regional sewer districts WCRSD will respond accordingly.
10. Lee Von Gunten – Will the WCRSD provide public information regarding its meeting minutes in hard copies or email? RESPONSE - WCRSD will work with their engineering consultant DLZ and Wells County Health Department to post minutes of regular board meetings to their sites.
11. Sam Shinabery – Comment – He doesn’t think there is a problem with McKinney /Paxson ditches. Who caused the problem? What is the root cause?             RESPONSE - There is a significant problem with septic discharge into the ditches and Wabash River.  The McKinney/Paxson Area is served by individual on-site sewage systems consisting of septic tanks and leach or absorption fields.
(Most homes do not have a leachfield.) Most systems were installed with a connection made to go offsite.  These fields are areas in which effluent from a septic tank is distributed into the soil. Most of the soils within the area are considered as “severe” in that they have a very slow rate of water transmission, poor filtering capabilities and are subject to high ground water levels.  Water samples taken from the ditches at various times during 1999, 2000 and 2008 were tested for E.coli bacteria, as an indicator of surface water quality. Results of sample analysis showed significant elevated counts of bacteria, an indication of improperly treated sewage from local septic systems. More recent collection of samples and analysis done in December 2011 by the County Health Department showed no change in elevated E.coli levels. Acceptable levels of E.coli bacteria by IDEM is 235 cfu/100 ml. Samples tested by the Health Department tested from 1,600 to over 2,400 cfu/100 ml or nearly ten times the acceptable level.
12. Pastor Neil Ainslie – Comment – Wabash River improves in water quality from Celina Lake in Ohio. McKinney / Paxson ditches contribute to water quality problem. Wabash River is major contributor to pollution at Mississippi River.

13. Gary Schwartz – Comment – neighbor on 100 S.E. recently had septic system installed.
14. L. A. Brown – Comment – If you don’t think there is a problem with the septic systems in the area then accompany him when he does inspections in the area. His cell phone # is 260-433-2511

15. Paul Miller – Has the WCRSD tried to expand the project to other areas of the county? RESPONSE – WCRSD has no other projects at the present time.

16. Pastor Neil Ainslie – Comment – all action levels of water samples are elevated from prior samples. He plans on taking his own independent samples and tests again in March 2012 and every 6 weeks taking 3 to 4 samples.
17. Ted Claghorn – Is the Wabash River actionable? Have other areas near the McKinney/Paxson ditches been tested? RESPONSE – recent sample taken from Wabash River by Health Department tested at 1,600 cfu/100 ml. Health Department would have records of other areas in the county that have been tested.  None have been tested that the health department is aware of. The Health Department can be contacted 24 hours/day, 7 days/week with public health emergencies or concerns at: (260) 224-4811 
18. Sam Ringer – Did Health Department take water samples from Paxson Ditch? RESPONSE – Health Department did not take samples from Paxson Ditch. Samples were taken from nearby drainage that indicated high levels of E.coli bacteria. The health department duplicated the sampling area from previous events plus a couple of other locations requested by the committee.

19. Steve Huffman – Is the city of Bluffton’s water source the Wabash River? RESPONSE –   City of Bluffton’s water source is supplied by ground water wells drilled deep into white limestone aquifer formation overlying with clay layers 10 to 40 foot thick. City of Bluffton tap water meets all of EPA and Indiana drinking water health standards. 

20. Elliot Brown – Why hasn’t Paxson ditch been tested? RESPONSE – 
Neil Ainslie has tested Paxson unofficially and found similar results as McKinney.

21. Joan Reinhard – How can homes that drain into Paxson ditch be brought into the project? RESPONSE – A letter of noncompliance was issued by IDEM to the Wells County Commissioners on July 11, 2001. This noncompliance was based on observations and documentation of discharges of sewage into the McKinney and Paxson Ditches, and county drainage ditches which flow to the Wabash River. Most of the soils within the area are considered as “severe” in that they have poor filtering capabilities and are subject to high ground water levels. This area of Wells County falls within the Moraine protocol for new septic systems. The soils in the area have up to 70 percent clay. None of the existing on-site septic systems meet the more strict Moraine protocol standards for new systems. The existing systems are not self contained and runoff to drainage ditches and streams.
22. Deb Bowman – Has any testing been done above the water shed of the McKinney and Paxson ditches? RESPONSE - None that the health department is aware of but only the land in these watersheds should drain into the ditches.
23. Blake Gerber – When will final cost be determined? RESPONSE – Another certified rate study will be completed in January 2012 this will indicate a proforma opinion of monthly user fees. However, final costs won’t be determined until Phase 3 Design and Engineering and Public construction bids are received. 
24. Blake Gerber – Will 12 homes on East County Rd 100 S. be eliminated from project? RESPONSE – At this time the project will include these homes.

25. Blake Gerber – Will County Economic Development Income Tax (CEDIT) funds be available to McKinney / Paxson project. RESPONSE –informal discussions with county officials do not indicate that this funding source would be available to the McKinney / Paxson project.
26. Blake Gerber – Can anyone tap into existing systems? RESPONSE- The project will be done as a group to average out the cost.  It is not an individual project anymore. What is the final number of homes counted in the project? RESPONSE 75.  Is anyone eliminated from the project? RESPONSE-No
27. Joe Schwartz-How long does manure spread on the field take to not be an issue?
RESPONSE-Indiana Department of Natural Resources requires farmers to provide silt barriers or straw bales in drainage ditches to prevent runoff from 

      contaminating water sheds.                                                                                                  28.
Jim Ford-Will we be forced to connect? RESPONSE -Yes 

29.  Ted Claghorn- Why can’t we find the guilty homeowners? RESPONSE-It        
 would be difficult to follow every line to a ditch.  The IDEM complaint deals

 with  the McKinney/Paxon Ditch area and not with any individual home owner.
            Permit records indicated a widespread problem in the area with discharging
            septic systems.
      30. LA Brown- What is the status of the 7-8 homes that have filed and paid to connect 

to the Vera Cruz line? RESPONSE – Status of homes connected to Vera Cruz: one resident has hooked on since one year ago, Frank at 0287 S SR 201.  Dedrick at 0264 S SR 201 paid for and has a tap installed, but has never hooked into tap.
