AREA PLAN COMMISSION MINUTES

MARCH 6, 2008


   ROLL CALL





Harry Baumgartner

Joe Langel




Deb Charleston

Jerome Markley




Angie Dial


John Schuhmacher




Jarrod Hahn


Mark Shaffer




Bill Horan, President



Michael Lautzenheiser, Jr., Director

March 6, 2008, President, Bill Horan called the Area Plan Commission to order at 7:30 p.m. nine members answered roll call, Finley Lane and Mike Morrissey were absent.

Minutes from the February meeting were approved with a motion from Joe Langel and seconded by John Schuhmacher, the motion carried with a 9-0 vote. 

NEW ITEMS:

A08-03-02 LANCASTER TWP., NE/4 33-27N-12E Rauch Real Estate, LLC requesting development plan approval for expansion of parking area and addition to home recently converted to retail store. Property is located at 760 North Main St., and zoned B-3.

The proposed development plan for expanded parking area, modified entrance/exit and small addition the structure was presented by Larry Owen along with property owner, Jerry Rauch in attendance to answer any questions about the site.

Larry Owen related that the project includes expanded parking lot area, widening the driveway, eliminating the south entrance to the property and a 15’ X 25’ addition to the back of the house/business. The application to INDOT for the entrance permit has been submitted.

Stormwater runoff from the additional parking lot will be diverted to the south to an oversized stormwater dike.
A motion to approve the site plan with the condition that INDOT approves the modified entrance/exit was offered by Joe Langel with Jarrod Hahn offering a second. The vote was 9-0.

A08-02-03 LANCASTER TWP., SW/4   22-27N-12E MMATT Partnership requesting to rezone 4.820 acre tract to B-3 from R-2 to be joined to an existing B-3 zoned property. Property is bare ground east and adjacent to 2275 N. Main St., Bluffton. 

Andy Shively appeared on behalf of the MMATT partnership to request a portion of the R-2 property be rezoned to B-3, as it is contiguous with other B-3 zoned tracts and will be joined by deed recital to an existing B-3 zoned parcel.

The property at 2275 N. Main, d.b.a. Four Star Services is being sold to a Landscaping business, the property is not large enough for the new occupants plans. The additional acreage will need to be zoned B-3 so that use will be compatible with the zoning.

The new owner will submit a development plan for an addition to the current building if the Bluffton Common Council approves the rezoning request after the APC makes their recommendation.

Joe Langel offered a motion to send the rezone request to Bluffton Common Council with a “do pass” recommendation a second to the motion was by Mark Shaffer the board voted 9-0.

DIRECTOR COMMENTS:

Mike brought the board up to date on the events with the ordinance revisions and explained that the realtors have finally decided to get involved and it will on the April APC agenda to be re-approved by the plan commission. Mike gave a summary of all of their complaints and what is being proposed to accommodate them. 

Mike reported on current and pending violations.

ADVISORY and DISCUSSION:

Dan Avery from NIRCC (Northeastern Indiana Regional Coordinating Council) gave a presentation on the results of a transportation study relating to major road improvements that will give Wells County better accessibility to the Interstate. Dan discussed ways the Plan Commission can be proactive for future major road improvements as well as how the Comprehensive Plan can incorporate some things that will be beneficial.

The March 6, 2008, meeting of the Area Plan Commission adjourned at 9:30 p.m.








___________________________________


  





Bill Horan, President

ATTEST:  ______________________________


       Michael Lautzenheiser, Jr., Secretary
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